Institut fir Sozialwissenschaften
Abteilung SOWI | Prof. Dr. Patrick Bernhagen

Prof.
What explains legislators' trade attitudes? ..
We argue that legislators from districts A n d re a s D u r
that are competitive in manufacturing
and agriculture are more supportive of
trade agreements than legislators from
non-competitive districts. This is so be- . .y oe
cause competitive economic actors lobby Universitat
their legislators for trade liberalization, Salzburg
whereas non-competitive actors lobby for
protectionism. We use data based on

interviews with 3,808 legislators from 17 Latin

American countries between 2006 and 2018 to test our
expectations. These interviews captured legislators' attitudes
towards (potential) preferential trade agreements with the
United States, the European Union, the Bolivarian Alliance, and
the Pacific Alliance. We measure competitiveness at the district
level with an innovative combination of household survey data
and trade data. The evidence shows that the competitiveness of
the manufacturing sector, but not of agriculture, shapes the
degree to which legislators support trade agreements. This
finding holds for all four potential agreements and after con-
trolling for legislators' partisanship, political ideology, and
individual and constituency characteristics. Our results have
implications for the literatures on trade attitudes, trade
policy more generally, and representation.
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